
 

Who were the Mayans and what have we 

learnt from them? 

 

We learn the following History knowledge and skills… 

 Show an increasing depth of factual knowledge 

and understanding of aspects of a non-European 

society that provides contrasts with British history. (all 

questions) 

 Describe characteristic features of the Mayan 

civilisation (all questions) 

 Show an understanding that aspects of the past 

have been represented and interpreted in different 

ways (5) 

 Select and combine information from different 

sources and evaluate their reliability (5) 

 

  

  

  

Hook for Learning:  

*Mayan workshop at start of 

topic 

Maths – Mayan number 

system 

 

  

We learn the following music knowledge and 

skills… 

* research entertainment in Mayan time 

including music and dance 

* listen to instruments or music that would have 

been common at the time 

  

We learn the following art knowledge and 

skills… 

*look at artwork from Mayan times 

*use different representations of the sun in 

Mayan artwork to influence our own 

representations of Mayan suns 

*use colours and patterns from Mayan artwork 

in our own work 

We learn the following English knowledge and skills… 

*create a menu for food available in Mayan times 

*comparative writing about life in Mayan times and life today 

As Talkers can we…?     

 *pose and answer our own 

historical questions 

*present information in an 

interesting and informative 

way 

*feedback from a group 

discussion taking into account 

everyone’s opinions 

1. Who were the Mayan civilisation and where did they 

live? 

2. What did the Mayan civilisation eat? 

3. Who were the Mayan gods and what did they 

represent? 

4. What were the significant achievements of the 

Mayan civilisation? 

5. How did the Mayan number system work? 

6. Which sources of evidence can we use to find out 

about the Mayans? 

 

As Thinkers can we…? 

*identify strengths and 

weaknesses in our work giving 

reasons 

*adapt and apply learning to 

new situations 

 

         

  

We learn the following technology knowledge and skills… 

* Use the Internet to research different areas of Mayan life 
 

We learn the following vocabulary: 

*Mayans *civilisation  *gods 

*religion *pyramid  *astronomy 

*education *merchant  *calendar 

*sacrifice *vegetation  *maize 

*trade  *warrior  *cities 

*territory *ceramics  *politics 

*Maya  *mathematics *medicine 
 


