
 

  

*Planning is flexible as we are always ready to seize upon any opportunities/new experiences which may arise or children's interests* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English – Autumn 2 (Reception)                  Focus: Winter  

 

 Reading:  

30-50 months  

 Listens to and joins in with stories and poems, one-to-one and also in small 

groups.  

• Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases in 
rhymes and stories.  
• Beginning to be aware of the way stories are structured.  
• Suggests how the story might end.  
• Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall.  
• Describes main story settings, events and principal characters.  
• Shows interest in illustrations and print in books and print in the environment.  
• Recognises familiar words and signs such as own name and advertising 
logos.  
• Looks at books independently. 
  Shows an awareness of rhyme and alliteration  
  Enjoys rhyming and rhythmic activities 
 
40-60 months  
• Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together and knows 
which letters represent some of them.  
•Continues a rhyming string   
Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet.  
• Begins to read words and simple sentences.  
• Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their 
experiences of books.  
Enjoys an increasing range of books.  
• Hears and says the initial sound in words.  

Eye on the goal - Children read and understand simple sentences. They use 

phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately.  
 

 

Hook for Learning:  

The Gruffalo 

The Gruffalo’s Child. 

Stick Man 

Charlie Crow in the Snow. 

Here Comes Jack Frost. 

Lily and the Snowman. 

Writing: 
  
30-50 months:  
Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw and paint.  
• Ascribes meanings to marks that they see in different places  

 
40-60 months:  
Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and 
paint.  
• Begins to break the flow of speech into words.  
•Continues a rhyming string   
Hears and says the initial sound in words.  
• Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them 
together.  
• Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the 
alphabet.  
• Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, 
representing some sounds correctly and in sequence.  
• Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions.  
• Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts.  
 
Eye on the goal: Children use their phonic knowledge to write 

words in ways which match their spoken sounds.  
 

 

Additional Stories: 

Cuddly Dudley 
The Wild Woods  
One Winter's Night 
Penguin Small 
Penguin Mail  
Brown Bear, Brown Bear what do you 
see? 

Ideas for home:  

• Share a bedtime story about Winter/Christmas  

• Find out about animals that live in cold places  

• Write a Christmas present wish list  

• Write Christmas Cards to your family and friends  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Communication and Language - Speaking  

30-50 months  
Listens to and joins in with stories and poems, one-to-one and also in small 
groups.  
• Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases in 
rhymes and stories.  
• Beginning to be aware of the way stories are structured.  
• Suggests how the story might end.  
• Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall.  
• Describes main story settings, events and principal characters.  
• Shows interest in illustrations and print in books and print in the 
environment.  
• Recognises familiar words and signs such as own name and advertising 
logos.  
• Looks at books independently. 

 
40-60 months 
Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, exploring the 
meaning and sounds of new words.  
• Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play 
situations.  
• Links statements and sticks to a main theme or intention.  
• Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and 
events.  
• Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play. 
 
Eye on the goal  
Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ 
needs. They use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about 
events that have happened or are to happen in the future. They develop their 

own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events. 
 

 Communication and Language - Listening and Understanding  

 
30-50 months  
• Responds to simple instructions, e.g. to get or put away an object.  
• Beginning to understand ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions 
  Listens to others one to one or in small groups, when conversation interests    
  them.  
• Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall.  
• Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases in 
rhymes and stories.  
• Focusing attention – still listen or do, but can shift own attention.  
• Is able to follow directions  

 
 
40-60 months  
Responds to instructions involving a two-part sequence. .  
• Able to follow a story without pictures or props.  
• Listens and responds to ideas expressed by others in conversation or    
  discussion. 
  Maintains attention, concentrates and sits quietly during appropriate activity.  

• Two-channelled attention – can listen and do for short span.  
 
Eye on the goal  

They listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what 

they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions.  
Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.  
They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in 
response to stories or events. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

English –Weekly Focused Activities  

 

 

Week 1 – The Gruffalo - Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together. 

Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. The fox hid next to the log.  

Week 2 – The Gruffalo’s Child - Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together. 

Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. He was not big and bad. He was a rat.  

Week 3 - Stick Man - Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together. Attempts 

to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. It is stick man. He is a brown stick. He is 

sad because… 

Week 4 – Charlie Crow in the Snow - Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them 

together. Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. The hot sun had gone. He 

sat in bed. Snow fell down. 

Week 5 – Here Comes Jack Frost - Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them 

together. Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. Jack and the dog had fun 

in the snow. 

Week 6 – Lily and the Snowman (Literacy Shed) - Can segment the sounds in simple words and 

blend them together. Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. Lily put the 

snowman in the fridge to keep him cold. 

Week 7 – Assessment week  

 


